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New York Theatre Diary 


Broadway business continues to be ved, with only Wonderful Town and Can-Can 
reporting sell-outs nightly. Tryouts of scripts this week in sumer theatres in- 


clude Natheniel Benchley's Frogs of Spring at Falmouth and Ned Arastrong's See You 
Tonorrow at Putnam County Pla 


Strawhat frygats 


The Vo eof the Ark, Harold Winston's adaption of Andre Obey’s Hoah, was pane 
ned by Orit rat, as mateurish even by off-Broadway standards, Except for a fine 
performance by, Sem Jaffe, cast in White Barn Theatre ,Viestport, Conn.” no praise. 
eseAdd 2 more “con” notices to the tryout file of What About Maisie, which debuted 
et Westport, Conn,Country Playhouse. Lewis, Cus, blamed the lack oF a distinghishing 
style, plus a lack of an overall acting pattern by the cast and director of’ the 
Beth ani Frenois Bellamy adaption of the Henry Jemes novelette, While Dash, Wonen's 
Wear rated it as an inordinately stilted period piece,written in dialog that is 
wooden and lacking in power to create sympathy..eLeland Hayward's pan notice of the 
Bermuda Theatre revue Stock In Trade in Variety was labeled unfair by Roger E M 
Whitaker of the New Yorker staff,in a note to i+ trade journal, Producer should 
have known, letter states, that Equity cast headed by Alice Pearce,Jean Caples ed 
Betty Oakes ,made the show smooth ,highly entertaining summer theatre fare, 


London ort 


$3 London plays, including British versions of 2 émerican hits and a revival of 
a 17th Century tragedy,are highly rated by Watts,Post, John Gielgud's production of 
Thomas Otwayts classic Venice Perserv'd reveals the actor-produder as the most dis- 
tinghished English speaking actor in the world. 200 year old soript staged by Peter 
Brook,he found,still has force,validity end steady interest as a tragedy. American 
east in London's Guys and Dolls, Watts notes, is giving as bright and generally de- 
lightful performances abroad as it did im NY opening night. Vivian Blaine, Sam Lev- 
Ane, Tan Pedi, Johnny Silver and Stubby Kaye head the US contingent, The later steals 
the show nightly with his rendition of "Sit Down, You're Rocking the Boat.” Diana ~ 
Lynn is scoring a justifiable London ttiumph in The Moon is Blue,the’ critic reports, 


american actress is giving a lovely performance, the NY oritic lauded,at once touching 
ryonantio and humorous, 


Bits Revisited 


South Pacfic continues as kingpin of the musicals,cheers Gene, Variety. Current 
leads, Martha Wright and George Britton, make an emiable combo, mugg okayed. Though 
he did think Wright could project moré in the vocals. Charter members of the cast 
and relative newoamers alike,he noted, showed no sluffoff tendencies. Myron McCor- 
mick's timing seems actually to have improved, 


Canada Shakespeare Festival 


Time magazine oritio adds his apprswal to Stratfort, Ontario productions of Rich- 
ard III and All's Well That Ends Well, Alec Guinness and Irene Worth do best in the 
latter production staged in modern dress by Tyrone Guthrie,critic coments, Staging 
of the shows in the small town was rated a minor miracle by the reviewer, 


Aly 


Village Tnueatre 


Re & 


Ori ls current production, 
One Fo ° was tabbed as one 
of the group's Sant by Rice,Post,in « 
special letter to fam Hill. The Post 
drama editor recently suffered a heart 
attack after viewing the Village play. 
Though he didh't get to file a review, 
Rice,who is now a patient at Medical 
Arts Center Hospital,noted in the let~ 
terthat the subject of unnatural love 
in Havold Levitt's play is handled in 
a straight forward manner,yet with ean- 
plete taste and emotional power. 


The Hone of the Brave is the cur~ 
rent prodused « ovincetownPlay- 
house by BBP Repertory Productions. Cast 
inoludes Clet Gundy,Dennis Robertson, jr 
and Mort Sega, It will continue through 


Aug 2 


* Off Broadway * 


fmerican Lyric Theatre, which pre- 
sented original one act plays as part 
of their progrem, folded...Burlap Sumer 
Theatre, presenting original one act Neg- 
rg plays st 457 Lenox Ave week-ends will 
evd their run next week..eA Doll's House 
is being presented at Jan Hus House on 
week-ends by Rhoda Handler and Rose Lynch. 
eeerinocchio will be presented for 6 per- 
formances by Kay Rockefeller at YHA Jul 
27-29 et 11 AM and 2 30 PM.,eAlbert Dek- 
ker will debut with his program of read- 
ings July 29-50 at Dobbs Ferry Playhouse, 


* Vaudeville 


Palace bill headed by Mickey Deems, 
with Dolinoff, Raya Sisters,Ton Parris 
Trio Moke & Poke,Adriane and Dale,Billy 
Romano and Betty Brett, 


Trade paper reporters raved over 
current Paraount show featuring Les 
Paul and Mary Ford, Variety and Bill- 
board men also okayed comedians Tim 
Herbert and Don Saxon on current bill, 


* Maude Adams Obits * 


4 NY editerial page tributes honor- 
ed Maude Adems,whe died last week. At 
the present writing none of the NY drama 
critics and/or trade journals have com 
mented on the famed "Peter Pan," 


TMES=-She was loved for what she 
was, A whole generation loved her. Shey 
went on loving the memory of her after 
she entered inte her long retirenent.She 
survives in the parts that were her fav- 
orites-Lady Babbie,Magzie Wylie ami Pan. 


HERALD TRIBUNE~=Ghe struck a gen- 
uine note in her day,with simplicity,pur 
ity and grace. The spirit of youth is 
everlastingly fresh. She symbolized it 
for a manent,end she will not be forgot- 
ten. 


WORLD TELEGRAM & stars of 
the theatre have drawn greater acclaim 
than she, and hardly any ever held it so 
longe The American theatre will never 
forget her. 


JOURNAL AMERICAN—“She infused the 
living magic of the theatre into the 
whimsicality,freshness and delicate hu- 
mor of Barrie's plays. She had a riumpe- 
hant career until she choose to end it, 
and in her retirement she found peace. 


Gift Coupon * 


Buy theatre wisely. Keep informed 
the easy way. Weekly newsletter digests 
NYC theatre reviews,canments, news.Critics 
ratings Broadway, Off Broadrry Greenwich 
Village theatre, Ticket reports. Free 
hotel & ticket reservations. Compiled by 
"Broadway in Brief" columnist, 5th year. 
$10 year. 5 Gift subscriptions $25. 


1 ‘Green Department 


COOL, VENICE. ceFqw shows get reviewed on the editorial pages of the NY dailies, But 
Mike Todd's A Zig im Venice won rave notices fran the editorial page writers 
of the Herald Tribune rror. Summer in WY is the better for this imag 
inative entertaiment,canments the fomer, While the latter rated it as the 
kind of show that has samething for everybody's taste. Both agreed that it is 
the coolest show on or off Broadway. 


SIMMER BLALE...Strawhat managers have only thenselves to blame for high production 
costs, reminds ColenanMirror. They disbanded or neglected their resident co- 
mpenies for visiting "names", forgetting that the summer theatre started as a 
place of opportunity for talented newcomers, Critic would like to see the ent- 
erprising managers use more imagination, developing new talent rather than rely 
ing on shopworn soripts and jaded “names,” 


COLIMH TIP..Most fascinating blind item in a column in years is reported by Kil- 
gellen. It seems a once important Broadway producer, now "inextricably linked" 
with the pinkos, tells friends his funds are so low he may take a job as a 
WY cabbie, the columnist hears, 


GRITICAL THOUGHTS..eAnother major theatre war,perhaps rivaling the Shubert-Klew & 
Erlanger battle of years ago,is seen by Hobe, Variety,as the possible 
growth of the new Dowling-Stevens-Whitehead oanbine,..,Theatre needs more old 
blood than it has been getting,canplains Chapman,News, He fears too many @%= 
perienced theatre people are not busy. His list includes Robert B Sherwood, 
Elmer Rice, Irving Berlin, Noel Coward and Thornton Wilder. 


"MAIN" PEEVIEW..eFirst comment on ‘Main Street to Broadway" film, which will be 
seen in NY at the Astor after the run of "Stalag 17", is from Morehouse,World 
Telegram & Sun. He thought the main story was pretty flat and corny,the 
whole thing rather a conglameration, Though it left him disenchanted,he did 
think that the film,with its glimpses of the theatre's great,may be an across 


fmorica gold mine, A percentage of the film's profits go to the Council of 
the Living Theatre. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITEseeAny actor who calls himself an actor is stage-struck rather 
then film struck, Alec Guinness told Sheafier,Eagle,at the Canadian Shakespeare 
Festival , Actor sees no real difference between stage and film acting.It is 
just that one is chopped up. He admitted that he is looking for an exciting 
new play,but only seems to receive plays written by vicars’ daughters,plays 
about Shelley and Keats by repressed ladies. 


CRITIC vs DIRECTORees As a director Harold Clurman has always had a low estimate of 
how critios rate the director's work, In his current Nation article,the critic- 
director points out that the reviewer speaks only of what he judges the worth 
of the play text might have been if he could possibly contemplate it apart fran 
its production. While the director sees the play script as a potential. 


Pros & vons by IMK 


As if the theatre didn’t have enough "New Moon" recording(Decca) with 
trouble a Variety mugg predicts a “major Thomas Hayward and Jene Wilson is a 
war" between the Spuberts and the new th- delightful rendition of the hit filled 
eatre combine. We can only hope that this Romberg-Hemmerstein operetta, It is a 
political canmentator is wrong,and that tribute to the authors that the music 
"peace" is allowed to break out insteads and Lyrics remain fresh after 26 years.. 


_ 


Broadway, which hae a of bordeve in summer, takes te D 
filme this week in Chicage and Lee Amgeles, © Recent Broadway musicals ere being 
filmed by independent film producers, with the original Broadway producers receiv- 
ing e large percentage of the profits. HY producers, who have almost priced tha- 
selves out of the sale of theatre properties to the large West coast film canpanies, 
are studying the latest development with interest, 


In Chicago, Leonard Sillman is having his intimate revue hit New Faces lensed 
by independent film produger Bermit Swartiz. The original Broadway cast Teaturing 
Eartha Kitt, Ronnie Grahem and Robert Clary are included in the 3 D color film which 
is being made during the day this week of the show's final week in Chicago. While in 
Hollywood, Paule Stone and Michael Sloene have joined Joe Justman and Gene Towne, 
independent film producers,to film via 3 D technicolor their Broadway and tour suc- 
cess Top Banana, Last week the pre-recording of the dialogue ahd songs was out,and 
this week the production will be filmed on an arena stages Phil Silvers and Rose 
Marie head the original Broadway cast, 


The protests of NY theatre men and unions against the Mason Tax Bill, which 
would repeal the 20% tax on motion picture admissions, but ignore the 20% tax on 
legitimate theatre admissions, were to no avail. The bill passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives by a voice vote. But as the repeal of the federal tax -ould cost the 


government $100,000,000 per year in revenues, Washington believes the President will 
veto it. 


fn smbitious progrem to run a $1 million theatre corporqtion along business like 
methods was announced. The new production canbine includes Robert Dowling, president 
of City Investing Corp, Roger Stevens, president of the Empire State Building, and _ 
Robert Whitehead, producer of the recent ANTA Playhouse series. The group will proe 
duce plays and also manage the Coronet,Fulton and Morosco theatres, Certain playe 
Will be produced in cooperation with the Playwrights Canpany, of which Stevens is a 
member, and a repertory canpany presenting limited engagements of classics is forseen. 


Plays 


First play be anew author in the 1953-54 season will be Edmund Morris The Wooden 
Dish. The author, a painter -actor,will have his script produced by Aldrich & Myers 
12 at the Morosco,with Herman Shunlin Gi rectings « acurrent London hit, 
will be presented in Nov by Alfred de Liagre,Jr and Roger Stevens,with Ursula Jeahs 
and Soger Livesey of the original cast..«.Carnival in Flanders has a new director, 
Preston Sturgis has replaced Bretaigne Windust, 


People 


Bill Penn,who just completed a tour with Stalag 1%, made his Broadway debut in 
Sth Season, replacing Dick Kallman who withdrew" te night club engagementse.e 
Audrey Christie has been engaged as "stand-by" for Rosalind Russell in Wonderful 
TowneseGregory Ratoff will direct and appear in Seventh Heaven musical,..benore Ulric 
Will return to the stage in Norman Rosten's Mardi Gras. 


Theatre Obits 


Maude Adems,80,the famed “Peter Pan", died...James W. Elliott,65, producer of 
The Bat died..eLeo Chazel,53, a founder of the Houston Playhouse and a veteran Broad- 
¥2y aotor,died...Florence Forsberg,25, understudy to Edith Adans in Wonderful Tom, 
was murdered by a Korean war veteran who took his owm lifes 
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